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Spring break
and coronavirus
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention has
published recommendations
for travelers just in time for
spring break.
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EVENTS AROUND
CAMPUS

March
13

78�/60�

March
12

FIREARMS DATE NIGHT
@ 6 - 8 p.m.
Shooting Sports Education Center
3271 Old Register Road, Statesboro, GA 30458
This is not your typical date night; you will learn
�����������������������
spending some time shooting on the range testing
your marksmanship!

March
25

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

UPB PRESENTS: JOE M. TURNER, MAGICIAN &
MENTALIST
@ 7 p.m.
Performing Arts Center
Prepare to be amazed! Come enjoy the stunning
performance of Joe M. Turner, professional
speaker, mentalist, and magician!

March
27

UPB | OUTDOOR MOVIE: STAR WARS: THE
RISE OF SKYWALKER
@ 8 p.m.
Sweetheart Circle
Rain Location: Russell Union Theatre

March
13
March
14
March
16

Bring your blanket and snacks and enjoy a movie
under the stars!

80�/60�

75�/58�

75�/55�

EVENTS AROUND
STATESBORO

3-12-20

MORGAN ADLER EXHIBITION
@ 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Averitt Center for the Arts, 33 E Main St, Statesboro,
GA 30458,
“My practice incorporates drawings and paintings to
produce meditations on power and vulnerability during
a time of radical reconsideration of what it means to be
an American.”

LIVE MUSIC AT GNAT’S LANDING
@ 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Gnat’s Landing, 470 S Main St, Statesboro, GA
30458
LIVE MUSIC AT EAGLE CREEK BREWERY
@ 8 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Eagle Creek Brewing Company, 106 Savannah
Ave, Statesboro, GA 30458

LADIES NIGHT AT MELLOW MUSHROOM
@ 4 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Mellow Mushroom, 1098 Bermuda Run #1,
Statesboro, GA 30458, USA
Oh, yes, it’s Ladies’ Night, and the feeling’s right! Drink
specials and a FREE Bruschetta! Bring the gals and
let’s get Mellow.

March
31

Silent Headphone Party
@ 7 p.m.
Russell Union Ballroom
Show off your groovy moves with the University
Programming Board at Silent Headphone Party!
Headphones will be provided upon arrival.
Remember to dance like nobody’s watching… or
should we say like nobody’s listening.

KRISTEN BALLARD /staff

Sophomores Ellis Zsoldos, Jordan Tucker, Brooke Smith and Payton Moss decided to spend their
afternoon reading and studying for midterms on the lawn at Sweetheart Circle because of the warm
spring weather! It’s more fun to study in your favorite campus spots!

TAMARA TANKSLEY/staff

Around the Art Building, Hannah Dugan is doing her homework while
Michael Bonvissuto is making spells with small rocks.

ISIS MAYFIELD/staff

The large crowd at the men’s basketball game against the Rajun Cajuns on Monday
allowed for an electric environment in Hanner Fieldhouse. The Eagles fell behind
for the majority of the game but ramped up their momentum to win and move
forward in the post-season tournament.
Page designed by Lauryn Terry
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Enterprise Systems & Analytics has the
best return on investment of any degree
program at Georgia Southern University.

DEPARTMENT OF
ENTERPRISE SYSTEMS & ANALYTICS
GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
PARKER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
PHONE: 912-478-4747 • FAX: 912-478-7751
EMAIL: isdept@georgiasouthern.edu

GeorgiaSouthern.edu/parker/esa

Enterprise Systems & Analytics
Career Options
• Application Developer
• Business Analyst
• Data Analyst
• ERP Consultant
• Project Manager
• Software Engineer

Our Enterprise Systems &
Analytics graduates have
successful careers with
According to The Wall Street Journal, the Georgia Southern University
Parker College of Business’s enterprise systems & analytics degree
offers students a median salary of $64,100, one year after graduating,
while incurring a median debt of $24,000.

$ 80k $ 65k

2019 top starting salary

2019 average
starting salary

76%

• Capgemini
• CMAC
• Deloitte
• DHL
• EY
• Georgia Pacific
• Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation
• KPMG

within 6 months of graduation*

*Based on First Destination Survey
65% response rate, total College

2019 enrollment

• BMW

• IBM

undergrad employment

208

• Accenture

35

average class size
in upper division courses
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Disney has a long way to go when it
comes to LGBTQ representation

ANTHONY
BELINFANTE
Anthony is a senior journalism
major from Queens, New York.

In February, it was announced that
Marvel would feature a gay couple in
the upcoming film The Eternals, making
it the first MCU film to include LGBTQ
representation. In recent years, Disney has
slowly begun to show signs of progress in
regards to queer representation in both film
and television. Disney Channel programs
such as Good Luck Charlie and Andi Mack
have both featured gay characters in the
past, and Pixar will introduce their first
LGBTQ character in the upcoming feature
Onward. But in recent weeks, Disney has
taken a few steps back in regards to the
normalization of LGBTQ representation
on screen. In fact, the company still has a
long way to go in regards to the matter at
hand.
Last week, Disney announced that the
sequel series to the queer coming of age
film Love, Simon would move from their
recently launched Disney Plus streaming
service to Hulu. While the company said
that they are proud of the series, they also
said that some of the content in the series
was deemed too mature for the family
oriented service. Love, Victor, which takes

place in the same universe and high school
as the 2018 film, follows the title character
as he navigates through personal issues
including sexual orientation. Fortunately,
the series will get to see the light of day
thanks to Hulu, but the decision to remove
it from Disney Plus is shocking, considering
it was one of the first original series to be
announced alongside the streamer.
Love, Victor marks the sudden shift
in programming at Disney Plus that was
expected to feature LGBTQ characters.
The High Fidelity reboot series of the same
name was expected to premiere on Disney
Plus, but was later moved to Hulu.

Disney needs to
put their money
where their mouth
is and put queer
characters at the
forefront of these
stories”
The series, which stars Zoe Kravitz, is
definitely a mature series not meant for
children, but Disney Plus will soon launch
television shows helmed from the world
of Marvel, which is not always family
friendly. High Fidelity also features queer
characters in both Kravitz’s character Rob
and her best friend Simon.
Although these two shows found a new
home on Hulu, another Disney Plus show

featuring LGBTQ characters was not so
lucky. Four Dads, a comedy series about
a divorced gay couple raising their two
teenage daughters while both remarrying,
was not moved forward by the streamer
after filming the pilot. The series would
have been a major development in Disney’s
progression of telling queer stories, so for
it to cancelled is disappointing to say the
least.
While we should commend Disney for
their efforts in regarding representation,
we should also be able to criticize their
choices in silencing queer voices and
limiting their visibility amongst numerous
platforms.
Disney still has a lot of work to do
in regards to representing different
communities in their programming, and
how they go about doing so. While Disney
Channel original series Andi Mack featured
the network’s first openly gay character,
the show was cancelled despite steady
ratings and a noteable fanbase online.
While Disney may be breaking barriers in
regards to showing LGBTQ characters for
the first time in certain spaces, they are also
doing a disservice by not putting a bigger
spotlight on these characters.
By cancelling television shows or
moving them to other platforms, they
are not helping tell the stories in which
audiences want to see. Instead of getting
people’s hopes up or borderline queer
baiting (Star Wars, Frozen, Beauty and the
Beast), Disney needs to put their money
where their mouth is and put queer
characters at the forefront of these stories,
and allow them to be more than a “first”
that they just want to get out of the way. In
order to become an ally, Disney has to first
act like one, and reevaluate how they plan
on representing the LGBTQ community in
the future.
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Africana studies and AfricanAmerican studies to merge
into one program

A-Town Wings takes
flight in Statesboro

5

BLAKELEY BARTEE/staff

Nestling into its new location on South Main Street, the Atlantabased restaurant is ready to make a name for itself in Statesboro.
BY DAVIS COBB

The George-Anne staff

KRISTEN BALLARD/staff

The Africana studies program, which is housed in the Carroll Building, is set to be merged with
Armstrong’s African-American studies, according to a recent SGA announcement.
BY ASHTON CHRISTIANSON
The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — The
Africana studies program in
Statesboro and theArmstrong
campus’s African-American
studies
program
are
being
restructured
and
merged, according to an
announcement Wednesday
at the Student Government
Association meeting.
“It is being restructured
into something that is a bit
more visible to students on

campus and something a
bit more viable,” KeyShawn
Housey, vice president of
student engagement for
SGA, said.
The
two
programs
currently have separate
focuses.
The
Africana
studies program on the
Statesboro campus focuses
on international topics,
while Armstrong’s AfricanAmerican studies focus is
geared more toward the
United States.
Housey said that the

Africana studies program
needs more support.
“It’s a good program, it just
needs a lot of support from
the administration, and there
is a need for faculty support
as well,” Housey said.
Other business
TaJuan Wilson, associate
vice president for inclusive
excellence, will visit next
week’s SGA meeting at
6:30 p.m. Wednesday in the
Russell Union Theater on the
Statesboro campus.

STATESBORO — The
Atlanta-based fast food
restaurant A-Town Wings
has opened its doors at
a new location on South
Main Street in Statesboro.
A-Town, started by a
group of chicken shops
in 2008, has 17 locations
across
the
Southeast.
Beyond wings, their menu
includes fish and Philly
cheesesteaks.
The
property
was
previously
an
Italian
restaurant called Little
Italy,
which
recently
closed down. City Planner
Owen Dundee said it may
have been due to its small
parking area.

A-Town
submitted
an application for the
property earlier this year.
As the property was
previously being used for
a restaurant, only minor
renovations were done,
such as changing the sign
and improving the existing
kitchen, said Dundee.
“I know that the
restaurant
business
is
sometimes
rough,
especially for new ones,
but I hope this concept
stays, and I wish them
the best of luck.” Dundee
said. “I’m excited to have
them as a part of South
Main Street in Statesboro.”
A-Town
Wings
is
currently
open
for
business at 450 South
Main Street from 11 a.m.
to 10 p.m. every day.

“Stay calm,” says Georgia Southern
medical director on coronavirus
BY SARAH SMITH

The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — Dr. Brian
DeLoach, medical director for
Health Services, addressed the
Faculty Senate at their meeting
Wednesday night regarding the
coronavirus, which the World
Health Organizations has called
a pandemic.
There are six confirmed cases
in Georgia with 11 presumptive
cases. Presumptive means that
the case was initially tested
positive, but health professionals
are waiting on confirmatory
testing, DeLoach said.
With the virus reaching
Georgia, Georgia Southern
University has taken the
following steps for all campuses:
• Closely
monitoring
COVID-19 and providing
regular updates to the

•

•

•
•
•

•

•

executive policy group
Reviewing,
updating,
and implementing our
emergency
operations
plans
Communicating with the
University
community,
faculty, staff and students
about these important
things to do to prevent
spread
Recommendations
regarding travel
Procedures to take when
sick
Routine environmental
cleaning through frequent
communications with our
custodial staff
Housing and Dining have
been prepared to clean
and implement action
plans
DeLoach has been having
discussions with other

Page designed by Madison Terry and Emilie Powell

universities in Georgia
regarding their plans
• DeLoach reminded the
faculty that there is no
reason to panic, and that
the community should
stay calm.
“From my perspective, stay
calm,” DeLoach said. “We all
need to be prepared for different
contingencies because this is
changing every single day. Get
your information from reliable
and accurate sources, rather than
social media.”
To put the COVID-19 virus
into
perspective,
DeLoach
provided some statistics on the
flu. The CDC estimates that from
Oct. 1, 2019 to Feb. 29, 2020, there
were 34 million to 49 million flu
illnesses, 16 million to 23 million
flu medical visits, 350,000 to
620,000 flu hospitalizations and
20,000 to 52,000 flu deaths.

SARAH SMITH/staff

Faculty and staff asked many questions regarding COVID-19
procedures at the Faculty Senate Meeting.
DeLoach said that Chinese and
Asian people have experienced a
lot of stigma associated with the
coronavirus.
“We all need to do our best
to stop that process to combat
stigma,” DeLoach said. “And
communicating the fact that
viruses do not target a specific
racial or ethnic group. At this
point and even then when this
originated, risk is based on
geographic area, not ethnicity.”
COVID-19 is transmitted
through respiratory droplets,

accessible
through
coughs
and sneezes within six feet,
according to the CDC. In high
risk cases, people can develop
pneumonia and be hospitalized.
The average incubation time for
a person with COVID-19 is 5.1
days, DeLoach said.
The elderly populations and
those who are very young are
more at risk, DeLoach said.
There is no vaccine for
COVID-19,
but
DeLoach
stressed that a vaccine does not
always work.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Spring break and

coronavirus
What the CDC and Georgia Southern
want you to know
BY SARAH SMITH

The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — With Spring
Break
approaching,
many
Georgia Southern students have
plans to travel out of the state
and country. Along with bathing
suits and flip flops, travelers
may want to bring some hand
sanitizer.
Spring Break for GS is March
16 through March 20. The
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention has published
recommendations
for
all
travelers.

The CDC’s Key Points for
travel

CDC recommends travelers,
particularly
those
with
underlying health issues, defer
all cruise ship travel worldwide.
Sustained community spread
of respiratory illness caused by
COVID-19 has been reported in
many countries.
Cruise ship passengers are
at increased risk of person-toperson spread of infectious
diseases, including COVID-19.
Older adults and travelers

with underlying health issues
should avoid situations that
put them at increased risk
for more severe disease. This
entails avoiding crowded places,
avoiding non-essential travel
such as long plane trips, and
especially avoiding embarking
on cruise ships.
Depending on where you
travel, you may be asked to stay
at home for 14 or more days after
returning. China, Iran, Italy and
South Korea are under a level 3
travel notice, meaning they are
high risk countries, according to
the CDC.
Many countries have reported
travel-related cases. A prime
example of this is the first two
cases spotted in Georgia. One of
the individuals in the household
had just returned from Italy.
A week after the first two
coronavirus
cases
were
confirmed in Georgia, four more
people have tested positive in
the state, according to the CDC.
Three positive cases have
been found in Fulton County,
along with a case found in Cobb,
Floyd and Polk County. There

are also 11 presumptive cases in
the state, three in Cobb, two in
DeKalb, two in Fulton, two in
Gwinnett, and one in Cherokee
and Fayette.
This virus is understood to
travel person-to-person, within
6 feet via respiratory droplets,
according to the Georgia
Department of Public Health.
As of March 11, there are no
confirmed cases of coronavirus
in Bulloch County. The CDC has
advised all schools, specifically
K-12, to plan and prepare for the
virus.
“As the global outbreak
evolves, schools should prepare
for the possibility of communitylevel outbreaks. Schools want
to be ready if COVID-19 does
appear in their communities,”
the CDC’s website reads.
The CDC says to slow the
spread of respiratory diseases,
schools should:

•

Review, update, and
implement
emergency
operations plans
• Develop
informationsharing systems with
partners
• Monitor and plan for
absenteeism
• Establish procedures for
students and staff who are
sick at school
• Perform
routine
environmental cleaning
• Create communications
plans for use with the
school community
• Review CDC’s guidance
for
businesses
and
employers
The CDC has more specific
instructions for colleges and
universities here.
Updates from Georgia
Southern
Georgia
Southern
Communications and Marketing

PHOTO: CDC

sent out an email regarding the
coronavirus and travel.
“All students, faculty, and staff,
we encourage you to voluntarily
register any upcoming travel
plans for Spring Break or any
other reason. Please log your
travel through the Travel
Registry link within the MyGS
portal,” the email reads. “This
will allow us to communicate
directly with travelers and to
provide guidance to ensure that
your safety is top priority if
you have visited an area that is
named an area of concern by the
CDC.”
The University also stated that
no classes will be changed to
online, but they will continue to
monitor the status of COVID-19
alongside
the
Georgia
Department of Public Health
and the University System of
Georgia.

TIPS BY PARDISS MOAZZAM

Page designed by Emilie Powell

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Georgia Southern Dancer Nina Singleton Shines

BY AUBREY BRUMBLOW
The George-Anne Reflector staff

If you went to Uncivilized Society
this spring semester, you might
remember seeing Georgia Southern
University student and talented dancerchoreographer Nina Singleton perform
during the event.
Singleton is a post-baccalaureate
recreation major with an emphasis in
recreational therapy. Though she has
only been at GS since last January, she
will graduate this May 2020.
Singleton wants to work as a certified
recreational therapist at Shepherd
Center in Atlanta, and this summer
she has an internship there. With
recreational therapy, Singleton said they
work with people with disabilities and
illnesses and help them by giving them
activities to help with their quality of
life.
While dance could be involved as
an activity, Singleton said it’s kind
of separate from her desire to be a
recreational therapist.
Singleton is also a certified personal
trainer, so she would be doing stuff in
the physical domain to help people out
and get them back to the life they had
before their illness.
Her previous bachelor’s degree from
a state university is in communications
with an emphasis in public relations.
In addition to performing at
Uncivilized Society, Singleton just
joined Dyverzion, a GS dance team, as
well as teaches hip hop classes every

Wednesday at the Recreational Activity
Center. She also performed for “Shine
Black Girl Shine!” after someone found
her on Instagram and asked her to
dance.
Singleton said her good friend and
RAC coworker Jalease Turner wanted
some great talent entertainment at
Uncivilized Society, the fashion show
Turner hosted and coordinated. So,
Turner asked Singleton, and Singleton
agreed to perform at the event.
Singleton has danced for a long time.
“When I was three years old, my
parents put me in little basic tap and
ballet classes,” Singleton said. “And I
just fell in love with it. I fell in love with
performing in general.”
Singleton enjoys ballet, but she really
loves hip hop, which is what she does
the most.
Singleton said she dreams about
dance sometimes. She said she dances
because of the feeling she gets from
just moving her body freely and that
the music has a big part to do with it.
Instead of listening to the words, she
listens to the beat.
In addition to being a dancer,
Singleton also choreographs her dances.
She’s choreographed for going on seven
years.
“And when I make up my dances, I
always make up my dances based off
the beat,” Singleton said. “And that
just, really, it just makes me feel good.
Like, dancing in general just makes me
feel good. And this keeps me in physical
shape, too.”

Singleton said Atlanta–where she’s
from–is huge in the dance community.
She took a lot of classes there.
She also follows a lot of famous
choreographers on Instagram, such as
Chris Brown’s choreographer. So, taking
classes in Atlanta or looking at the
choreographers’ videos or movements
inspire her own choreography.
“I’m, like, ‘Oh, that looks kind of
good,’ ” Singleton said. “And I just do
it.”
Every Wednesday when she teaches
hip hop at the RAC, she makes up new
choreography to teach her students.
“So, my parents are my role models
because they came to every performance I’ve
ever had,” Singleton said. “They’ve always
been there. Support me no matter what the
situation is.”
She said she actually gets her rhythm from
her dad. When she was younger, she liked
to get in his size 15 shoes and tap dance. So,
her father always brings up that she got her
dancing from him.
Singleton likes dancer Deja Carter, who
just moved to Atlanta. Singleton said she
likes Carter because she teaches quiet hip
hop classes and Singleton really liked her
style.
Singleton said something she’s had to
overcome is getting denied a position to
dance. She said that teaches her to just shake
it off and keep moving but, when she does
get a yes, to also be humble and grateful for
that.
Singleton said dancing at Uncivilized
Society was great. As she just came to the
school and a lot of people don’t know her,
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Singleton said she feels like it was a great way
to brand herself and get her face out there.
“But I really enjoyed it,” Singleton said,
“and the crowd was great. Everybody was
respectful and clapping.”
At this point, Singleton said she is used
to being in front of a crowd. But she said
she can honestly say it was definitely nervewracking when she first started performing.
She has been dancing and performing for so
long that, even though she does get nervous
a little bit, she is more excited than nervous.
“I’m ready,” Singleton said.

ISIS MAYFIELD/staff

Nina
Singleton
demonstrates
choreography at the RAC, where she
teaches a hip hop class.

Club spotlight: Men of Vision and Excellence
BY SAVANNAH SAVAGE-JOHNSON
The George-Anne Reflector staff

Men of Vision and Excellence is
Georgia Southern’s African American
Male Initiative, a program that is
sponsored by the University System of
Georgia. The goal of the initiative is to
increase the retention, progression and
graduation rates of African American
males throughout the state of Georgia.
“There’s a bit of a history with the
program in the African American Male
Initiative, which is the grant from the
USG, that supports MOVE, but on
our campus, here in Statesboro, it was
formally the Student African American
Brotherhood,” said Maurice Nelson,
coordinator of diversity education and
program outreach for the Office of
Multicultural Affairs and advisor for
MOVE.

Nelson has been the advisor since
October 2018.
When the OMAs on the Statesboro
and Armstrong campuses combined,
the two organizations came together
and the new MOVE was born.
The goals of the program are reached
through four key foci: academic skills
enrichment, leadership development,
mentoring and student support services.
In fall 2019, there were 126 active
members on the Statesboro campus.
Since then, the program has experienced
growth through spring recruitment. The
group is in the process of reconciling
exact numbers, but has estimated that
there are currently 150 active members.
Nelson said that recruitment for
the organization happens perpetually
throughout the semester, but that there
are also dedicated recruiting efforts
at the beginning and end of every
semester.

PHOTO: MAURICE NELSON
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Membership is voluntary, and there is
no cost associated with joining, because
the organization is grant funded.
Additionally, the program is supported
by the OMA. However, students do
make a commitment to be actively
engaged in the program.
“If, for some reason, we find that
students aren’t engaged just based on
their participation then we can actually
reach out and just find out what kind
of challenges may be preventing that,”
said Nelson.
The terms of being an active member
are specifically spelled out. The
engagement of each member is tracked
because being involved allows them
to get the intended benefits of the
initiative.
Nelson said that it is understandable
that members will not be able to come
to every event, but that in order to get
the benefits of the program, the general
expectation is that members attend at
least two thirds of the program to be
considered active.
Being an active member includes
different things. One such thing is
attending the weekly meetings of the
organization.
The formality of the meetings alternates.
Some meetings are formal business
meetings, talking about the business of
the organization, and other meetings are
brotherhood meetings, which are all about
bonding and team-building.
Another
membership
requirement
is making an academic plan, where the
students sit down with Nelson or with

graduate advisor Chris Hill and write out
an individual academic mission and three
measurable academic goals. The students
also make out weekly schedule to map out
their days and chart their academic success.
Nelson said that this requirement is actually
the foremost important requirement.
The members also take part in community
service activities. Members are asked to
complete at least two hours of community
service per month, which is the equivalent
to attending on of the organization’s
community service initiatives each month.
As part of this community service,
MOVE does a campus clean-up after every
home football game. They also do work
with Habitat for Humanity, Restoring the
Breach, with Statesboro Public Library,
Trick-or-Treat at Mill CreekTrunk or treat?,
landscaping and facility management at
YMCA, Fostering Bulloch, among other
opportunities around the community.
The last requirement of memberships is
to join one of the organization’s committees.
There are six committees to choose from.
Nelson said that this is where the members
are doing most of their active work because
they are going to sub-committee meetings
and working as a team.
In order to join, students just have to be
interested. There is no GPA requirement.
“The goal is for us to help enhance their
GPA and academic performance, regardless
of where the starting point is,” said Nelson.
“So, if you’re already really strong in that
area, then we’re going to try to help make
you stronger. If you’re having issues in that
area, we’re going to try to fill that gap and
help you improve.”

@GeorgeAnneSport
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Jake Maples
BY AMANDA ARNOLD
The George-Anne staff

If you’ve ever driven on
Hood Road, you probably
remember that you felt like you
were in the middle of nowhere.
The
Georgia
Southern
University golf facility is
located about ten minutes
away from the campus and on
one of the deepest dirt roads
I’ve ever seen. The dips in the
road make it feel like you’re
on a rollercoaster, and the trees
easily blind your sight of your
surroundings.
When you ride on this road
for a few minutes, you see the
beautiful facility on the left
hand side. It is a little Southern
oasis away from the hustle and
bustle of the college town.
The Howard House sits in
front of a perfectly manicured
golf course. It is home to the GS
golf team and houses the many

accolades of the program.
In Head Coach Carter
Collins’ sixth season as leader,
the program has appeared
in the NCAA Championship
Finals and made several Sun
Belt Championship finishes.
He has brought in two Sun
Belt Coach of the Year honors,
and several Eagles have been
named to All-Sun Belt teams.
One of those Eagles helping
to leave a dent in the record
books is senior Jake Maples.
When Maples was sitting
in his dorm room at Central
Alabama Community College,
he knew his future was bright.
Though he was not recruited
out of high school, he knew
his skills were there. After two
years of hard work, Maples
made his way up to be the No.
8 golfer in the nation at the
junior college level.
Collins began to reach out to

“There’s really nothing
that anybody else can
do to affect your game
except for yourself”
JAKE MAPLES

Senior on the Georgia Southern golf team

From junior college to one of
the top golf tournaments in the country
him and show interest. Maples
signed his way into Eagle
Nation in 2018 and has made
Statesboro his home ever since.
He’s come a long way since his
junior college days, and this
week, he will play against some
of the best golfers from around
the country in the Schenkel
Invitational.
His
resume
is
pretty
impressive, as he has had
several top five finishes in the
past few months.
Maples is an only child and
began golfing for fun as a
freshman in high school. His
mild mannered temperament
fits the sport perfectly and he
has grown to appreciate having
patience.
When he began to seriously
pick up a club and look at golf
as a competitive sport, he had
just given up playing baseball
due to multiple stress fractures
in his elbow, and was looking
for another way to stay active.
He enjoys the sport because
it is individualized and he can
instantly see the fruits of his
labor.
“Even though it’s a team
sport, it’s all on you,” Maples
said, “There’s really nothing
that anybody else can do to
affect your game except for
yourself. I kind of like having
the pressure on me.”
As a management major,
Maples considers himself to be

Spain-bred tennis player goes from playing in
the Spanish Federation to Sun Belt
BY SARAH SMITH

The George-Anne staff

“In Spain, you compete
for yourself,” Senior Paula
Boixader said. She knew that
things would be different when
she left everything she knew

in Barcelona, Spain to play
tennis at the collegiate level in
America. She didn’t know that
she would be playing doubles
and singles with the Georgia
Southern Eagles.
Boixader went to Col-legi
Pare Manyanet Barcelona, a

awesome job of improving
everybody,” Maples said. “Our
goals have aligned and for me
and Brett, we’re just trying to
prolong it. So, the better we
play, the more tournaments we
keep getting to play.”
Now that he has seen some
of his own teammates go pro,
Steven Fisk, he plans to do the
same thing. He believes that if
he keeps learning and growing,
he has a shot.
“My plan is to turn
professional,” he said. “I don’t
really have a back up plan.”

GEORGIA SOUTHERN ATHLETICS

Jake Maples maps out his next shot and prepares to tee off.

PAULA BOIXADER

high school in Barcelona. In
Spain, you can stop studying
when you are 16 years old, but
Boixader wanted to continue
her education in America.
She
was
accepted
to
Armstrong State University in
2016 but became an Eagle after

SARAH SMITH/staff

Paula Boixader was a young tennis player in Barcelona, Spain before traveling to the U.S. to play at the
collegiate level.
Page designed by DANIEL CASTRO

very analytical. He takes notes
from many professional golfers
and likes to see the way that
they make decisions during
crunch time.
Since golf is not really a sport
that is often looked at by the
average fan at the junior college
level, he is grateful that Collins
extended him the opportunity
to come to the Division I level.
There are only about 171 junior
college men’s golf programs
nationwide and each school
offers about five scholarships.
“Coach Collins is doing an

the merger. She had no doubt
in her mind that she wanted to
follow Coach Sean McCaffrey
to join the Eagles because they
had such a strong relationship.
McCaffrey
discovered
Boixader through a video that
was sent to ASU by her coaches
in Spain. He knew she was
something special.
At the age of seven,
Boixader’s parents put her into
tennis. After practicing and
learning from her coaches, she
began playing in the Spanish
Federation.
Not long after playing in the
Federation, coaches began to
see a spark and real talent in
the 12-year-old.
“I was always doing ok in
[tournaments]. I got to play
in the Spanish tournaments
and then my coaches told me
that I should try international
tournaments.”
Last season, GS went on
to the semifinals in the Sun
Belt Conference Tournament.
The family atmosphere that
McCaffrey has implemented at
ASU and now at GS is what got

the team so far. Not only is he
like a second dad, he is a role
model to the women, Boixader
said.
The
distance
between
Boixader and her family has
gotten easier over time. She
goes to Spain during breaks to
visit her family and calls them
often. Most of all, what makes
that distance more bearable is
the family that she has in her
teammates.
When comparing ASU and
GS, Boixader says that the
schools are different in how the
women athletes are encouraged
to focus on academics.
“At
Georgia
Southern,
they really care about our
academics,” Boixader said.
“Armstrong is more related to
tennis.”
Boixader is a senior marketing
major and management minor
at GS and was named on the
2018-19 Sun Belt Conference
Academic Honor Roll, the 201819 ITA All-Academic Team and
the 2017-18 All-Sun Belt Second
Team Doubles.
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HOWARD’S FIRST SEASON COMES TO AN END
Women’s basketball takes early exit from Sun Belt Tournament

PHOTO: SUN BELT CONFERENCE

Senior Hailey Dias-Allen led the Georgia Southern women’s basketball team in her last collegiate game.
BY AMANDA ARNOLD
The George-Anne staff

The Georgia Southern women’s
basketball team saw its season
come to a close on Tuesday against
Louisiana during the first round of
the Sun Belt Tournament.
“We dug ourselves into a hole
in the first quarter, but we didn’t
give up and I’m proud of that. We
needed to win the rebounding war,
and I think they kind of outhustled
us a bit. We really focused on that
coming in the game,” Head Coach

Anita Howard said.
GS got a bid to the tournament
after defeating Georgia State on
Saturday, but could not keep the
momentum going. Howard had
a strong game plan going in and
knew that the team would have to
play smart to defeat the No.4 seed.
“Value the ball by limiting
turnovers, rebounds and attacking
in transition will all be key factors,”
she said. “We have to play free and
loose to have fun to showcase that
true Eagle style of play.”
Though the effort was there, GS

fell 81-64. UL had a strong 27-point
first quarter and four Ragin’ Cajuns
scored in double digits to seal the
win. The Eagles were never able to
catch up and UL held the lead for
38 minutes.
GS went into the half down 4428 and shot 45% from the paint
during the period. Coming out of
the half, GS had an ambitious third
quarter and narrowed the deficit
to 13 after they went on an 8-0
run over the course of the last few
minutes.
In the fourth quarter, freshman

guard Ja’nya Love-Hill secured
her best collegiate performance yet
with 13 points.
GS struggled from the perimeter
and finished the game shooting 21
percent from the line, but took full
advantage of the bench where 11
Eagles saw action in the game.
GS was led by senior forward
Hailey Dias-Allen’s 14 points,
Love-Hill’s 13 and senior guard
Alexis Brown’s 12.
With the end of the season, GS
will say goodbye to six seniors
and work towards building a new

program with Howard’s own
recruits.
“I think we did a great job
getting here this year [to the Sun
Belt Conference Tournament],”
Howard said. “Now we start
to build towards being in this
position every year of playing in
the postseason.”
GS finished the season 10-20 and
7-11 in the conference. This is an
improvement from last season’s
2-16 record in the last campaign
under Head Coach Kip Drown.

GEORGIA SOUTHERN BASEBALL SWEEPS UGA
IN A THREE-GAME SERIES

Junior outfielder Christian Avant contributed five putouts over the course of two games against the Bulldogs.
BY ELIJAH JACKSON
The George-Anne staff

Game 1

Georgia Southern baseball took
down No. 4 Georgia, 6-3, at Foley
Field in the first game of the three
game series last Tuesday.
Tyler Owens pitched almost
seven inning innings for the Eagles
in the first game. He allowed three
hits and struck out three batters.
Owens left the game in the seventh
inning with GS leading 6-1.
Hayden Harris came in and
finished the Bulldogs off in the
eight and ninth innings. Harris

Page designed by Lauryn Terry

allowed four hits and two runs but
struck out five batters.
In the fourth inning, the Eagles
took a 3-0 lead after Christian
Avant hit a double that allowed
Austin Thompson to score. Jason
Swan, later in the inning, doubled
himself allowing Avant to score,
and then an error that allowed
Parker Biederer to reach base
allowed Swan to score a run.
GS would not let up against
UGA as they scored another run in
the sixth to make it 4-0, and then
in the seventh made it 6-0 as Avant
got in two more runners with a
single up the middle.
The Bulldogs cut the deficit to

three in the ninth inning but by
then, it was too late.

Game 2

A week after the first battle,
the GS basebal team beat No. 3
Georgia, 1-0, at SRP Park in Head
Coach Rodney Hennon’s 800th
career victory.
Pitcher Jacob Parker picked up
his first win of the season, allowing
one hit and striking out six batters.
Hayden Harris was able to get his
first save of the season. He played
two innings and managed to strike
out two batters.
The Eagles were able to get

their only run of the game in the
fifth inning after Parker Biederer
tripled down the line in the right
field. Matt Anderson then had
a sacrifice squeeze that allowed
Biederer to score from third.
GS had a great defensive game
as they managed to strand 11 UGA
runners on base. Nick Jonas left
the bases loaded in the seventh,
striking out the UGA batter to keep
the score 1-0.
This is the first time since 2015
that the Eagles have defeated the
Bulldogs in the season series.
The Georgia Southern baseball
team completed the sweep against
No. 3 Georgia with a 6-1 win

PHOTO: AJ HENDERSON/GS Athletics

Wednesday Night.
“Right now I think our guys
are playing a lot of confidence,”
Hennon said. “We got a lot of
different guys that are contributing
day to day. We got good pitching
again tonight. So now we’ve got
to turn our attention to Troy this
weekend for the start of conference
play.”
The Eagles scored one run in the
second and third inning and scored
four runs in the fourth inning and
never looked back.
GS will be back in action this
Friday at J. I. Clements stadium
against Troy to open up conference
play.
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To contact the creatitve editor-in-chief, email prodmgr@georgiasouthern.edu
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Georgia Southern students
We’re Miscellany Magazine for the Arts from
The George-Anne Media Group, and we want your creative work.

G E O R G I A AV E N U E AT T H E U N I V E R S I T Y S TO R E A N D D I N I N G C O M M O N S
S TAT E S B O R O C A M P U S

F R E E C O LO R S W I L L B E P R O V I D E D

•

Creative Nonfiction

Art

Poetry

F R E E A N D O P E N TO T H E P U B L I C

Fiction

Photography

And more

Email your submissions to

miscellany@georgiasouthern.edu.
Check out our submissions guidelines at miscellany.reflectorgsu.com

To ﬁnd out more information on how
to become a transient student at Georgia
College so that you can take our summer
classes and transfer them back to your
home institution, visit gcsu.edu/summer.

